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January 30, 2024
Sen. June Robinson, Chair Rep. Steve Tharinger, Chair
Sen. Mark Mullet, Vice Chair, Capital Rep. Lisa Callan, Vice Chair
Sen. Joe Nguyen, Vice Chair, Operating Rep. David Hackney, Vice Chair
Sen. Yasmin Trudeau Rep. Joe Fitzgibbon, House Majority Leader
Sen. Mark Schoesler, Ranking Member, Capital Rep. Peter Abbarno, Ranking Min. Member
Sen. Ann Rivers, Asst. Ranking Member, Capital Rep. Stephanie McClintock, Asst. Ranking Min. Member
Sen. Judy Warnick, Asst. Ranking Member, Capital Rep. Mike Steele, Asst. Ranking Min. Member
Senate Ways & Means Committee House Capital Budget Committee
311 J.A. Cherberg Building John L. O'Brien Building
P.O. Box 40482 P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504-0482 Olympia, WA 98504-0600

Dear Capital Budget Leaders:

The 110 undersigned elected officials, local businesses and conservation, recreation, and wildlife organizations write to
offer our support for the Washington State Department of Natural Resource’s (DNR) trust land transfer (TLT) program and
urge your funding of $8 million in the supplemental capital budget for 6 TLT projects.



We greatly appreciated your leadership last session to revitalize the TLT program with the passage of HB 1460 and $20
million in capital budget funding for 5 new projects. We ask that you build on that investment this session by
appropriating higher-than-expected funding in the Natural Climate Solutions Account from the Climate Commitment
Act’s carbon auctions for TLT. While the Governor’s budget recommended $8 million in funding for the 5 TLT projects that
were not funded in 2023, we instead recommend a slightly different project list to maximize carbon sequestration given
existing funding from the Climate Commitment Act.

Growing Support for the Trust Land Transfer Program

Since its inception in 1989, the TLT program has preserved more than 125,000 acres of state trust land for fish and
wildlife habitat, recreation, education, and other community uses. Some of the state’s most treasured places like Mt. Si,
Blanchard Mountain, and Deception Pass State Park have benefitted from this program. TLT works by transferring
economically underperforming and ecologically valuable state trust land to entities that can better manage it for
conservation and recreation. The TLT program is consistent and complementary with DNR’s broader efforts to generate
revenue to trust beneficiaries. Legislative funding used for compensation for trust land transfers is reinvested to
purchase replacement timberland at risk of conversion that are more productive and a greater capacity to sustain or
improve potential economic future returns for schools and local governments.

In response to a large outpouring of public support for conservation of state lands, the 2023 legislature acted boldly to
revitalize the TLT program at DNR. After 30 years of conserving treasured places, the TLT program had a strong track
record but needed to be modernized to reflect increased land values and changing expectations for public land. HB 1460
made important changes to the program — making it more transparent, flexible, and responsive to the diverse needs of
stakeholders like rural communities, Tribes, and the public.

TLT continues to serve as an important asset management tool for the state. Necessary reforms sharpened its focus on
upgrading underperforming assets and improving financial returns over the long run. DNR is fully prepared to buy
replacement land as soon as the 2023 TLT projects are complete, so state trusts will be better positioned for revenue
generation, as HB 1460 dictates.

TLT Projects Nominated for the Next Biennium (2025-2027)

Last session, you made it clear that trust land transfer and conservation of state lands is a priority and the public
responded. Under the new TLT framework established by HB 1460, 34 applications were submitted over the summer for
trust lands all over the state. Communities are seeking underutilized trust land to protect water quality, preserve open
space, and restore habitat. Tribes are also seeking to reclaim land within their traditional territories. Additionally, DNR is
seeking to complete the establishment and protection of several Natural Areas — examples of Washington’s finest
ecological communities. DNR is now undergoing the required best interest of the trust analysis on these applications to
determine which projects will be considered for funding by the 2025 legislature.

However, a few of these projects are leftover from the first 30 years of the TLT program — meaning they have been
repeatedly vetted by DNR and put forward to the legislature for funding and/or they would complete much larger
conservation projects that have been repeatedly approved by DNR and funded by the legislature via TLT appropriations.
All of these parcels are clearly under-performing economically and ecologically valuable. It is these projects that we are
asking you to fund in 2024 in the supplemental capital budget — projects that have already been thoroughly vetted and
just need funding for completion. A small amount of funding this session would allow new projects to fairly compete
against each other on their own merits, rather than against unfinished projects that precede HB 1460.

Recommended TLT Projects for the 2024 Supplemental Capital Budget

The projects put forward for your consideration this session have been in progress for some time and need only a small
amount of funding to be completed. They are not starting new conservation projects — 5 of the projects would complete
Natural Area boundaries that were contemplated ten years ago or more. The sixth project, Blakely Island (a transfer to
San Juan County), has been proposed by DNR for funding by the legislature since at least 2019. Funding these projects



would largely clear the deck of past incomplete projects and set the stage for a clean slate of new projects considered
under HB 1460.

Each of these projects are heavily forested and if permanently protected by this funding, will continue to sequester
significant amounts of carbon every year. Logging these parcels would emit significant carbon emissions and DNR has
already decided they are not suitable for timber production. Without TLT funding however, they will remain in perpetual
limbo and beneficiaries will receive no financial benefit from these underperforming trust assets.

If the legislature chooses not to fund these projects from the Natural Climate Solutions account, we urge instead
consideration for funding from the traditional bond-backed capital budget/State Building Construction account as that’s
been the historical source of TLT funding. However, the projects can sequester significant amounts of carbon and thus
merit funding from the Natural Climate Solutions account.

Morning Star 1071  Snohomish 12 Middle to High elevation forests

Blakely Island 184 San Juan 40 Marine shoreline — transfer to San Juan County
Hamma Hamma Balds 11 Mason 35 A fragile ecosystem on oceanic basalt

Stavis Creek 6 Kitsap 35 Rare Puget Sound lowlands old growth

Trout Lake 60 Klickitat 14 Oregon spotted frog and waterfowl

Middle Fork Snoqualmie 95 King 12 Migratory elk habitat

The Trust Land Transfer Program is a win-win-win for conservation, trust beneficiaries, working forests, outdoor
recreation and more. The program allows DNR to work with local communities to find solutions while staying true to its
mandate to generate non-tax revenue for beneficiaries. In short, TLT addresses many of the issues legislators care about:
a healthy economy, strong rural communities, outdoor recreation, clean water, wildlife and salmon habitat, working
forests, and more.

Sincerely,

Dave Upthegrove Megan Dunn
Councilmember, District 5 Council Member, District 2
King County Council Snohomish County Council
Katie Walters Jon Quitslund

Chair Deputy Mayor

Kitsap County Board of Commissioners City of Bainbridge Island
Christine Rolfes Leslie Schneider
Commissioner Council Member

Kitsap County Board of Commissioners City of Bainbridge Island
Charlotte Garrido Steven Yarbrough
Commissioner Mayor

Kitsap County Board of Commissioners City of Gold Bar

Jane Fuller Charles R. Lie

Chair Councilmember, Pos.4/Mayor Pro Tem
San Juan County Council City of Gold Bar

Cindy Wolf Norm Johnson

Council Member, District 2 Mayor

San Juan County Council Town of Index



Allyse Hotz
Council Member
Town of Index

Jessie Soper
Council Member
Town of Index

Bert Shepherdson
Council Member
Town of Index

Scott MacDonald
Council Member
Town of Index

Tom Uniack
Executive Director
Washington Wild

Trish Rolfe
Executive Director
Center for Environmental Law & Policy

Tom Stevens & Mark Burr
Owners
Jellyfish Brewing Company

Aaron McLaughlin
President
Washington Kayak Club

Susan Saul
Conservation Chair
Vancouver Audubon Society (Vancouver)

Rick McGuire
President
Alpine Lakes Protection Society

Timothy Coleman
Executive Director

Kettle Range Conservation Group (Republic)

Jesse Swedlund
Club President
Paddle Trails Canoe Club

Arthur Campbell
President

North Central Washington Audubon Society

(Wenatchee)

Debbie Copple
Director
Sky Valley Chamber of Commerce (Sultan)

Becca Gray and Nate Schons
Owners
Island Hoppin’ Brewery (Orcas Island)

Amy Brockhaus
Deputy Director
Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust

Craig Nobley
CEO
Lighthouse Roasters

John Bridge
President
Olympic Park Advocates (Sequim)

Robert Kaye
Chair, Conservation Committee
North Cascades Audubon Society

CaraMia Murry
Owner
Hot Cakes Molten Chocolate Cakery

Molly Whitney
Executive Director
Cascade Forest Conservancy (Vancouver)

Mark Boyar
President
MidFORC Coalition

Ray Kwan
Co-Owner
Lucky Envelope Brewing

Jen Barker
Co-Owner
Terramar Brewstillery (Bow)

Brian Stumpke
CEO
Stillwater Artisanal (Rochester)

William E. Derry
President
Pilchuck Audubon Society (Everett)



Nicole Assumpcao
Executive Director
Issaquah Alps Trails Club (Issaquah)

Matt Hanson
Owner/Brewer
Whistle Punk Brewing (Spokane)

Peter Bahls
Executive Director
Northwest Watershed Institute (Port Townsend)

Mariska Kecskes
Public Lands Organizer
Sierra Club, Washington Chapter

Larry Lober
President
Greater Bellingham Running Club (Bellingham)

John Marti
Co-Owner
Lowercase Brewing

John Day
President
Skagit Audubon Society (Mount Vernon)

Andrew Weber
President & CEO
GRAYL

Patricia A. Jones, PhD
Executive Director
Olympic Forest Coalition (Port Townsend)

Joseph Bogaard
Executive Director
Save Our wild Salmon Coalition

Andrea Imler
Advocacy Director
Washington Trails Association

Paul Fish
CEO
Live To Play, LLC (Spokane)

Bill Taylor
Executive Management Team
Taylor Shellfish (Shelton)

Michelle Connor
President and CEO
Forterra

Rob Smith
Northwest Regional Director
National Parks Conservation Association

Sarah Kliegman
Co-Executive Director
Okanogan Highlands Alliance (Tonasket)

Derek Wyckoff
Owner
192 Brewing Company (Kenmore)

Leslie Shore
Head Brewer
Pike Brewing Company

Stephen Kropp
President
Legacy Forest Defense Coalition

Jack Guinn
Owner
Hellbent Brewing Company

Roger Bialous
Owner
Georgetown Brewing

Piper Corbett
Co-Owner
Propolis Brewing (Port Townsend)

Chris Danforth
Co-Owner
Icicle Brewing Company (Leavenworth)

Mike Morrison
Board Chair
Pacific Rivers

Steve Loitz
President
Kittitas Audubon Society (Ellensburg)

Nathan Daniel
Executive Director
Great Peninsula Conservancy (Bremerton)



Vanessa Kritzer
Executive Director
Washington Association of Land Trusts

Jennie Goldberg
Director
League of Northwest Whitewater Racers

Brannen Morris
Conservation Committee Co-Chair
Spokane Mountaineers (Spokane)

Ryan Talbott
Pacific Northwest Conservation Advocate
WildEarth Guardians

Layne Carter
Operations Manager
Aslan Brewing Co. (Bellingham)

Betsy Robblee
Conservation & Advocacy Director
The Mountaineers

Richard Plunkett
Conservation Chair
Fly Fishers International

Sam Merrill
Chair of Conservation Committee and Member of Board
Black Hills Audubon Society (Olympia)

Kevin and Meghann Quinn
Owners
Bale Breaker Brewing Co. (Yakima)

Kelsey, Ben, Liz & Craig Curran
Owners
Watershed Pub & Kitchen

Andrew Pogue
Owner
Fair Isle Brewing

Thomas Furrey
Owner
Halcyon Brewing

Lee First
President
Twin Harbors Waterkeeper (Cosmopolis)

Pat Hesselgesser
Chair
Washington Council of Trout Unlimited

Matthew Lawrence
Owner
Camp Colvos Brewing

Scott Houmes
Owner
Silver City Brewery (Bremerton)

Susan Susor
President
Friends of Heybrook Ridge (Index)

Glenn Ekberg
Vice President
Vancouver Wildlife League (Vancouver)

Colin Lenfesty
Owner/Head Brewer
Holy Mountain Brewing Company

Dan Streiffert
Conservation Chair
Rainier Audubon Society (Auburn)

Mari Kemper
Owner
Chuckanut Brewery (Mount Vernon)

Kim McDonald
Founder
Fish Not Gold

Mary Taylor Goforth
South Sound Broadband Lead
Great Old Broads for Wilderness (Olympia)

Jill Silver
Executive Director
10,000 Years Institute (Forks)

Arthur (R.D.) Grunbaum
President
Friends of Grays Harbor (Westport)

Rev. AC Churchill
Executive Director

Earth Ministry/Washington Interfaith Power and Light



Gabe Epperson, MPA
Executive Director
Whatcom Land Trust (Bellingham)

Marianne Edain
Founder
Whidbey Environmental Action Network (Langley)

Larry Brandt
Conservation Chair
Willapa Hills Audubon Society (Longview)

Brel Froebe
Executive Director
Center for Responsible Forestry

Thomas O’Keefe, PhD
Pacific Northwest Stewardship Director
American Whitewater

Derek Brown
Owner/Brewer
Bizarre Brewing

Brian Stan
Owner
Old Stove Brewing

Brian G. Nelson
President
Wild Sky Community Trails Association (Gold Bar)

Gabriel Villenave
Managing Partner
Outer Planet Craft Brewing

Molly Doran
Executive Director
Skagit Land Trust (Mount Vernon)

Levi Wyatt
Corporate Social Responsibility Manager
Yakima Chief Hops (Yakima)

Claire Waltman
Chair, Conservation Committee
Eastside Audubon Society (Redmond)

Steve Jones
President
Washington Fly Fishers International

Phil Fenner
President
North Cascades Conservation Council

Greg Shimek
Executive Director
Coastal Cutthroat Coalition

Genia Moncada
Advocacy Chair, Polly Dyer Seattle Chapter
Great Old Broads for Wilderness

Ken Wiersema
President
Olympic Peninsula Audubon Society (Sequim)

John McGlenn
President
Washington Wildlife Federation

Luke Baugh
Executive Director
Triad River Tours (Marblemount)

Cullen Brady
Executive Director
Bainbridge Island Land Trust (Bainbridge Island)



